
 Zuni Pueblo sits at an elevation of 6,300 feet above sea level in the northwest corner of 

New Mexico. It is a land of beauty and enchantment, but like all areas of the country, it is 

vulnerable to summer fires that set the earth ablaze. I recall one summer fire that came 

dangerously close to the road that split the town in two. After the fire, only black ashes remained. 

All the shrubbery burned to the ground. The patch of land destroyed by the fire was completely 

barren. The fire destroyed the good and the bad ... the flowers and the weeds … but in so doing, 

the soil became rich and fertile. In the following summers, growth was restored and the from 

heap of ashes, new vibrant plants grew up. What was once a barren patch of land, became the 

most fertile, the lushest green spot for growth on the entire pueblo. 

  Fire can destroy and fire can renew. Jesus suffered a baptism of fire. In his passion and 

death, the devil tried to destroy him. Following his brutal crucifixion, his lifeless body was 

placed in the empty tomb. Jesus descended into hell to break open the gates of death. And behold 

… the earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had 

fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered 

the holy city and appeared to many” (Mt 27: 51-53). 

 “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing” (Lk 12:49). 

Jesus who accepts the will of the Father for his own suffering and death, longs for the fire that 

renews the face of the earth. 50 days after the resurrection, “when the time for Pentecost was 

fulfilled, they were all in one place together…Then there appeared to them tongues as of 

fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy 

Spirit and began to speak in different tongues” (Acts 21:1,3,4a). And the apostles who cowered 

in fear at the fire of destruction on Good Friday, were filled with courage. They are ready to 

renew the face of the earth, to share the Good News to every race and nation. 

 “Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division” (Lk 12:51). We live in a deeply divided society. This is not the work of Jesus. It is the 

work of the devil trying to divide us and pull us away from Jesus. The other day, I went to visit 

people in the hospital. It is a place for healing but sadly, one person had parked their car outside 

of the emergency room with a sign of division painted in blue across the back of their car 

window. “My body, my choice.” 

 Fundamentally, it is not our body. The body is a gift from God. Each individual is 

composed of body and soul and made in the image and likeness of God. God intends the soul for 

immortal union with the Trinity for eternity.i  

 God gives us a free will to make choices for the good. God made you to know Him, to 

love Him, and to serve Him in this world and the next. God made you to be happy with Him 

forever in heaven.ii  

The devil is ever present sowing seeds of division … trying to tell us selfish decisions are 

better than sacrificial ones. In his mastery of the art of deception, Satan makes what is good look 

bad and what is bad look appealing. Let us briefly compare God’s truth (Mt 19:4-6) to the devils 

lies: 

• “Have you not read that from the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female’ 

o The devil says God is not the creator, you are. Choose your gender, choose your 

body, surgically alter it. My body, my choice.  

• And God said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 

his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 



o The devil says leave God out of procreation. Do not become one flesh. Do not 

marry. Use one another for personal pleasure. Exploit one another. My body, my 

choice. 

• And God said, “so they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined 

together, no human being must separate.” 

o And the devil lies, God is not the author of marriage. Replace promises of fidelity 

with infidelity. Exclude openness to life and focus on hedonistic pleasure. 

Redefine marriage. My body, my choice. 

 

The devil uses fire to destroy.  After the fire, only black ashes remain. All the shrubbery 

is burned to the ground. Is not the “me-too” movement a sign that a selfish focus on the gift of 

sexuality is so exploitative as to leave the landscape barren?  

The Spirit uses fire to renew the face of the earth. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body 

invites us to rise from the ashes of the sexual revolution and follow Christ with the gift of our 

sexuality all the way to Calvary and the cross. Accepting God’s dominion over our bodies and 

freely choosing to follow the good, human sexuality then becomes the choicest of wines and 

helps us “to understand the deepest aspects of our human nature—our capacity for love and 

interpersonal communion. Far from being a mere biological accident, human sexuality—being 

[human as] male and female—is essential to our being in the image of God. The union of man 

and woman is a kind of icon of God’s love. [And] marriage is the primordial sacrament of God’s 

love for creation and his people.”iii To put things more simply: 

• God made man and woman to love Him… forever, in such joy and happiness that we can 

not even begin to imagine. 

• Love and marriage between a man and a woman on Earth - is just a symbol of True Love 

and True Marriage in Heaven…. 

• Between Christ and His Church (you and me with our beloved Trinity) which is why God 

made each of us. 

• God made man and woman to enter into a Divine Marriage with Him forever and ever. 

Amen.iv 
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